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There is an iterative process involved in creating a great university 

campus. The ideas that animate the institution must inform the 

design of its physical environment. In turn, that environment will 

inspire new ideas, ultimately resulting in a university better able to 

fulfill its mission.

I am proud to present Drexel’s Campus Master Plan, developed 

alongside our new strategic plan, “Transforming the Modern Urban 

University.” Both plans are the fruit of a year-long, University-wide  

effort to determine how Drexel could expand our impact on the 

world, and what types of spaces will best help us do that. 

These are just a few of the ideas about our University that inspired 

this plan:

•  Drexel is both beneficiary and co-creator of our urban environ-

ment, and we have a responsibility to imagine a campus that 

strengthens Philadelphia and the region.

•  Drexel’s success depends on collaboration within and outside our 

University community, and we will thrive by building spaces that 

bring people together.

•  Drexel sits at one of the great transportation hubs of the East 

Coast, and through our campus design we can welcome people 

from all over to take part in our innovation community.

A good plan accounts for both the expected and the unexpected. 

I am excited to see how our campus will be changed by projects  

already underway, by the ambitious plans outlined in this docu-

ment, and by future opportunities that we cannot yet imagine but 

must be ready to embrace.

From the President

John A. Fry 
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Campus Plan
PrinciplesThe Campus Master Plan applies 

Drexel’s Strategic Plan through the 

lens of the important roles the campus 

can play in furthering the University’s 

mission. The Strategic Plan’s emphasis 

on Drexel as a modern urban research 

university highlights the unique 

identity and potential of a campus that 

anchors an urban district.
Drexel celebrates the unique ability of urban settings to spur 
institutional, local, and global engagement—the key to its 
growing leadership in education and research.

The Campus Master Plan is framed around partnerships designed 
to create an urban campus district distinguished by livability, 
sustainability, and innovation. 

University buildings and public spaces will embrace and enliven 
city streets.

Formal and informal gathering places will animate the campus and 
foster collaborative learning.

The University’s vibrant environment will nurture the personal, 
civic, and academic discovery that inspires Drexel’s mission.

1. Distinguish Drexel’s campus  
as a vibrant modern urban  
university district.

2. Bring the campus  
to the street.

3. Draw the community  
together around  
shared places.

4. Expand the  
innovation community.

vision
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1
Vibrant

neighborhoods

neighborhood
engagement

academic engagement

city
engagement

Vibrant city

Drexel’s campus core emphasizes portals to academic growth, while its edges offer 
varied portals to the neighborhoods and beyond.

BuilD A lArgEr, morE ActivE univErsity 
city nEighBorhooD. Introducing new housing and 
neighborhood-oriented retail choices on sites like the Hess Engineering 
Research Laboratories at 34th Street and Lancaster Avenue would 
enhance quality of life in Powelton Village and Mantua, while helping 
attract top faculty, staff, and students to Drexel.

concEntrAtE unDErgrADuAtE tEAching 
in thE hEArt oF cAmPus, surrounDED By 
ProFEssionAl ProgrAms AnD rEsEArch. 
Undergraduate academic units should be within an easy walk 
of the campus core and close to student housing.

PrEsErvE, intEnsiFy, AnD ovErlAP 
collEgE PrEcincts with 

collABorAtivE ProgrAms. Each 
of the three academic precincts contains a 

cluster of colleges and departments with strong 
collaborative relationships.

convEy A strong, consistEnt PhysicAl 
iDEntity. Lining streets and sidewalks with interesting 
activities within transparent building facades and complementing 
these with attractive, well-designed sidewalks will build a 
consistent feel for the campus and make walking more appealing.

EncourAgE PrivAtE DEvEloPmEnt AnD 
invEstmEnt. Student residence, retail, and commercial 
development can help fund Drexel’s academic mission.

EmPhAsizE closE rElAtionshiPs AnD short 
trAvEl timEs BEtwEEn rElAtED ProgrAms to 
EncourAgE cross-DisciPlinAry collABorAtion. 
Focus the greatest intensity of activity mix and building scale 
within a convenient walk of 30th Street Station on Market, 
Chestnut and 30th Streets and JFK Boulevard.

connEct PEoPlE to DEstinAtions through 
PuBlic trAnsit. Most of campus lies within a convenient 
5-minute walk of one or more transit stations.

TransiT access

subway/surface trolley

market-Frankford subway

sePta regional rail

amtrak northeast corridor

1/4-mile walk to transit

1/2-mile walk to transit

heighT / inTensiTy

greatest (air rights)

greatest (land)

high

transition

traditional neighborhood

Drexel’s urban setting offers an opportunity to work 
in partnership with surrounding neighborhoods to 
create a 21st-century district marked by livability, 
amenity, and accessibility. This urban campus 
district will offer members of all its communities 
the competitive advantages of a diverse, walkable 
environment with multiple choices for living, 
working, learning, and playing close to each other 

and convenient transit access to the region and 
beyond. From 30th to 36th Streets, from Chestnut 
to Powelton Avenue, streets and blocks should 
clearly express the district’s unique character, the 
benefits of Drexel’s presence, and the economic 
and qualify-of-life advantages of a vital university / 
neighborhood partnership. 

Distinguish Drexel’s Campus  
as a Vibrant Urban  
University District.
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Each street around campus plays a unique role, individually and within a group of similar streets, in 
supporting the urban campus districts described in Principle 1. Every Drexel building and its ground-
floor activities will play a critical role in enhancing the character and quality of the streets it faces. 

acTive edges

implemented

needed

sTreeT-Theme groups

academic engagement

city engagement

neighborhood engagement

vibrant neighborhood

imProvE thE convEniEncE AnD sAFEty oF wAlking. A series of green space, sidewalk, and retail 
improvements will make walking Drexel’s urban campus district a more engaging experience.

mAkE strEEts into grEAt PuBlic sPAcEs. 
Transform Ludlow Street from a service alley into a promenade 
that links to expanded campus spaces east of the High Line. 

imProvE trAnsPortAtion choicEs—
wAlking, Biking, trAnsit, cAr shArE.  
Encourage walking as the most convenient, effective, 
social, and healthy means of moving about campus. Provide 
programs and facilities to help make biking a natural choice for 
convenient, inexpensive transportation. Integrate transit access 
into university buildings and activities to make it a safer, more 
appealing option.

imPlEmEnt DrExEl’s “tErrAcE” inFill-DEvEloPmEnt strAtEgy. The Northside Dining 
Terrace inaugurated Drexel’s “Terrace” concept: small-footprint, small-budget development with high positive 
impacts on streets and services. Soon, the Tutoring Terrace will enliven the 32nd Street Esplanade while 
adding needed space for specialized student instruction. 

acTive public realm

institutional green space open to public

public park

recreational path

active edge: priority retail

active edge: priority retail and/or other 
active uses

prime retail nodes

The streets that pass through Drexel’s urban  
campus should be places of connection, not 
division. Improving these streets to provide a 
welcoming accommodation for people walking, 
using transit, biking, and driving can offer 
unparalleled access choices that connect the  
Drexel community to a full spectrum of campus 

and local destinations as well as to the city and 
beyond. These streets can also become Drexel’s 
signature version of the campus quadrangle—
lined with seating, verdant plantings, and lively 
university and retail destinations that reinforce 
community on campus and knit this community 
into the life of Philadelphia.

Bring the Campus  
to the Street.
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A variety of on- and off-campus gathering places will strengthen learning opportunities 
and social connections within and across communities.

BEttEr utilizE thE historic mAin BuilDing. 
Already a major crossroads of a diverse campus community, 
the Main Building’s Great Court could foster dramatically 
more interaction within the community with more seating and 
greater visibility to/from adjacent spaces.

ProviDE multiPlE Forms AnD PlAcEs oF gAthEring to invitE thEsE convErsAtions. Drexel can 
leverage the success of the Recreation Center by adding outdoor seating and plantings that extend student interaction from the 
building interior to Market and 33rd Streets and the Lancaster Green.

ExPAnD Dining, rEtAil, EntErtAinmEnt, AnD 
rEcrEAtion AmEnitiEs thAt Bring PEoPlE 
togEthEr. Recruiting new tenants to neighborhood retail 
locations can create new centers of community for Drexel and 
its neighbors.

turn thE Armory into A huB For stuDEnt 
Activity. Complementing the Armory’s existing recreational 
activities with mezzanine-level student gathering spaces can 
intensify student interaction and better link Drexel’s existing 
and future student neighborhoods.

PromotE DiAloguE Among DivErsE grouPs 
oF PEoPlE. The Library Learning Terrace transformed an 
uninviting outdoor space into a hub of student learning and 
conversation.

Seventy percent of learning at Drexel takes place 
outside of the classroom. The right teaching 
facilities are places where students, faculty, 
and staff can meet in various combinations to 
expand conversations that start in classrooms and 
laboratories, and to carry these extracurricular 
conversations back to academic spaces. The 
growing collaboration among Drexel’s colleges 
and departments further underscores a need for 

the campus to promote frequent dialogue among 
diverse faculty, staff, and students. Drexel’s campus 
district should consciously provide a variety of 
meeting places, formal and informal—from faculty 
conference rooms to student recreation spaces, 
from campus lawns to neighborhood cafes—that 
advance scholarship by building social connections. 

Draw the Community Together 
Around Shared Places.

gaThering spaces

campus buildings

campus green spaces

along streets
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An intensive mix of university, commercial, and residential activity near 30th Street Station and along 
Market Street will expand Drexel’s innovation opportunities, while areas emphasizing residential and 
neighborhood retail activity will build bonds with Powelton Village and Mantua.

intEnsiFy thE ovErlAP AnD mAgnituDE 
oF cAmPus, workPlAcE, rEsiDEntiAl, AnD 
AmEnity ActivitiEs to FostEr crEAtivE 
innovAtion. The 30th Street corridor and other corridors 
near 30th Street Station can come to life days, evenings, and 
weekends with a mix of people engaged in living, working, 
learning, and relaxing.

connEct stuDEnts with EmPloyErs AnD 
thE community BEyonD cAmPus. Relocating 
the Steinbright Career Development Center to a prominent, 
welcoming home on Market Street will build stronger 
connections among students, employers, faculty, and the 
broader community.

DEmonstrAtE sustAinABility innovAtions. 
Educate the public about effective sustainability practices—
for example, provide signage explaining new low-impact 
campus stormwater infrastructure, such as the plantings at the 
Papadakis Integrated Sciences Building. Execute the Campus 
Master Plan using high-density, mixed-use, and transit-oriented 
development approaches that inherently limit resource 
consumption and promote public health.

Expand the Innovation 
Community.

For close to a century Drexel has demonstrated 
the value of an educational process that integrates 
academic teaching with applied learning in the 
workplace. In the 21st century, Drexel can intensify 
its focus on multiple learning contexts by fostering 
more original research by the campus community 
and private-sector partners, and by promoting 
a greater integration of the spheres of studying, 
research, working, and living—enhancing its 

stature as a premier center of discovery. This will 
harness the power of collaborative thinking to 
reach new levels of creative innovation. Drexel’s 
urban setting offers a special opportunity to 
integrate the activities of the campus, community, 
and workplace into a coherent, dynamic, and fully 
accessible district that both facilitates innovation, 
and demonstrates its rewards.

use mix

 institutional

 market office/ 
 research/hotel

 market  
 housing

 Prime 
 retail node

major presence 
moderate presence

major presence 
moderate presence

major presence 
moderate presence
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Drexel smart house
Renovation in progress.

Kline & specter 
sQuash center
In service.

lanDscape 
improVements
In progress along 
Market and 
Chestnut Streets.

urBn center
Opening Fall 2012.

papaDaKis integrateD sciences BuilDing
In service.

chestnut sQuare
Student housing/retail at Creese Student Center and MacAlister Hall; opening Fall 2013.

toDay

stratton hall renoVations
Design in progress. one Drexel plaza classrooms

Phase Two design in progress.

liBrary learning terrace
In service.

leBow college of Business BuilDing
Opening Fall 2013.

tutoring terrace anD 32nD street esplanaDe
Concept ready to build. 
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M
ARKET

hess engineering  
research laBoratories
Redevelop site: retail, housing,  
possible clinic.

presiDent’s 
community 
resiDence
Develop.

DasKalaKis  
athletic center
Renovate.

pecK proBlem 
solVing & 
research 
BuilDing
Renovate.

VenDing 
courts
Create with needed 
legislation.

nesBitt hall
Renovate, reoccupy 
with School of 
Public Health.

general serVices BuilDing
Introduce retail.

marKs intercultural center
Relocate and redevelop.

hagerty liBrary
Renew 33rd Street streetscape.

Drexel recreation center
Add planters and seating at Market and 
33rd Streets.

steinBright career DeVelopment 
center
Move to 32nd and Market Streets.

JfK BouleVarD stuDent neighBorhooD
Develop Phase One.

the armory
Design student activity center.

college of engineering
Relocate, expand Hess Engineering Research Laboratories.

throUgh 2017
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M
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westphal college of  
meDia arts & Design
162,000gsf URBN Center.  
Opening Fall 2012.

acaDemy of natural 
sciences of Drexel 
uniVersity
Integrate into Center City Campus 
identity.

college of nursing anD 
health professions
Expand in 3 Parkway building.

a.J. Drexel plasma 
institute, camDen, n.J.
Strengthen operations.

college of meDicine
Continue to modernize within the 
Center City Campus footprint and 
acquire real estate when feasible.

11th street family  
health serVices
Expansion planning in progress.

Queen lane campus 
Completed addition.

college of information 
science anD technology,  
the iSchool at Drexel
Expansion project pending donor 
identification.

school of puBlic health
Relocate to Nesbitt Hall. Design in 
progress.

leBow college of Business
177,500gsf building under construction.

gooDwin college
Relocate by 2017.

school of BiomeDical 
engineering, science anD 
health systems
Identify space to consolidate near 
College of Engineering. college of engineering

Relocate Hess Engineering Research 
Laboratories with a net increase of 
65,000gsf.

earle macK  
school of law
Maintain current location.

pennoni honors college
Relocate to Paul Peck Problem Solving 
and Research Building.

hagerty liBrary
Expand in distributed locations until new 
central library is planned.

college of arts anD sciences
Repurpose and reoccupy Stratton Hall.

Transform
by College
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36th anD filBert streets 
expansion
400,000gsf.

myers resiDence hall
500 new beds.

Drexel parK
Potential growth site.

psa BuilDing anD language 
anD communication center
Potential 500 new beds.

32nD anD race streets
Potential 500 new beds.

3501 marKet street expansion
200,000gsf.

stein auDitorium replacement
200,000gsf.

Korman center replacement
200,000gsf.

DasKalaKis athletic center 
anD lancaster walK
50,000gsf of arena expansion; add 
terrace; enhance Lancaster Green.

aBBott’s Dairy site
1.5 million gsf mixed-use.

railyarDs
Partner to develop air rights and promote private development.

“superBlocK” 
6.5 million gsf.

Transform
beyonD 2017
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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104 
215.895.2100 / drexel.edu

The URBN Center, future home of the Antoinette 
Westphal College of Media Arts and Design.  
Opening Fall 2012.


